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Abstract 
The ICD-10-CM manual is structured as a comprehensive diagnostic 
coding system with multiple organizational components designed 
for efficient code location and accurate assignment. The manual's 
front matter includes essential instructional notes, conventions, and 
guidelines, followed by an alphabetically organized index. The 
tabular list comprises twenty-one chapters organized by body 
systems, with additional chapters for special circumstances. Codes 
follow an alphanumeric structure where the first three characters 
identify broad categories, while subsequent characters provide 
greater specificity. The manual employs various navigation aids 
including color coding, page headers, and margin notes to facilitate 
quick reference. Supplementary sections contain appendices and 
drug tables for additional reference. The Index to Diseases and 
Injuries follows an alphabetical organization with main terms and 
indented subterms, reflecting clinical terminology and anatomical 
relationships. The manual undergoes annual revisions and quarterly 
electronic updates to maintain currency with medical knowledge and 
coding requirements. Code format maintains consistency 
throughout, with specific notation systems for includes/excludes 
notes, sequencing guidance, and encounter types. The hierarchical 
structure progresses from general to specific concepts, with modifiers 
and anatomical specifications providing increasing levels of detail. 

Keywords: Alphanumeric coding system; Diagnostic classification; 
Hierarchical organization; Clinical terminology; Tabular indexing 
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Learning Objectives 
After completion of the chapter, the learners should be 
able to: 

• Identify the major sections of the ICD-10-CM 
manual and explain their purpose in the coding 
process. 

• Demonstrate proper use of the manual's 
navigation aids, including color coding, page 
headers, and margin notes. 

• Analyze the structure of diagnostic codes, 
including the significance of character positions 
and notation systems. 

• Utilize the Index to Diseases and Injuries 
effectively by understanding main term entries, 
subterm arrangements, and cross-references. 

• Interpret instructional notes, including 
includes/excludes notes and code first guidelines, 
to ensure accurate code assignment. 

• Recognize the update cycle of the ICD-10-CM 
manual and understand the implementation of 
annual revisions and quarterly modifications. 

 

ICD-10-CM MANUAL ORGANIZATION 
Volume Organization 

he ICD-10-CM manual consists of multiple 
sections designed for systematic code location. 
The Table of Contents provides initial 

navigation guidance. The Preface contains vital usage 
information. The Coding Guidelines offer essential 
instruction for proper code assignment. 

Classification System 

The diagnostic codes follow an alphanumeric system 

T 
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structure. Each chapter addresses specific condition 
categories. Codes progress from general to specific 
concepts. Organization reflects anatomical systems and 
disease processes. 

Table. ICD-10-CM Manual Section Organization 

Section Primary Function Components 
Front Matter Orientation and 

Guidance 
Table of 
Contents 
Preface 
Coding 
Guidelines 

Index to 
Diseases 

Code Location Alphabetic 
Listings 
Main Terms 
Subterms 

Tabular List Code Selection 21 Body Systems 
Special Chapters 
Code Categories 

Appendices Supplementary 
Information 

Drug Tables 
Reference 
Materials 
Special 
Guidelines 

Front matter 

Instructional Notes 
The manual begins with comprehensive usage 

instructions. Conventions explain standardized notation 
systems. General guidelines address overarching coding 
principles. Chapter-specific guidelines provide detailed 
direction. 
Index Information 

Alphabetic organization facilitates initial code 
location. Main terms lead to more specific subterms. 
Cross-references guide users to appropriate entries. 
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Notation systems indicate special coding requirements. 

Tabular list 

Chapter Structure 
Twenty-one chapters organize conditions by body 

system. Additional chapters address special 
circumstances. Each chapter contains related condition 
categories. Organization follows logical disease 
progression. 
Code Categories 

Three-character categories represent broad concepts. 
Additional characters provide greater specificity. 
Hierarchical organization guides code selection. Related 
conditions appear in proximity. 
Section Headers 

Bold headers identify major code sections. 
Subheadings indicate specific condition groups. 
Hierarchical organization guides navigation. Visual cues 
facilitate quick reference. 

Code format 

Basic Structure 
Characters one through three identify the category. 

Characters four through six provide additional detail. 
Character seven indicates encounter type when 
applicable. Format remains consistent throughout the 
manual. 
Code Components 

The first character appears as a letter. Characters two 
through seven appear as numbers. Decimal points 
separate third and fourth characters. Precise positioning 
carries specific meaning. 
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Special Notations 
Includes notes identify related conditions. Excludes 

notes prevent incorrect code assignment. Code first notes 
guide sequencing decisions. Additional notes provide 
specific instruction. 

Table. Code Character Positions and Their Meanings 

Character 
Position 

Format Purpose Example 

1st Letter Category 
identification 

M - 
Musculoskeletal 

2nd-3rd Number Category 
specification 

M16 - 
Osteoarthritis of 
hip 

4th Number Etiology, 
anatomic site 

M16.1 - Unilateral 
primary OA 

5th-6th Number Additional 
specificity 

M16.12 - Left hip 
OA 

7th Number Encounter 
type 

M16.12A - Initial 
encounter 

Navigation aids 

Color Coding 
Different colors identify distinct sections. Visual cues 

facilitate quick reference. Consistent application aids 
navigation. Color schemes remain standard throughout 
editions. 
Page Headers 

Running headers identify current sections. Page 
numbers enable precise location. Chapter references 
maintain orientation. Quick reference facilitation occurs 
throughout. 

Margin Notes 
Side notes provide additional information. Quick 

reference aids appear when needed. Notation systems 
remain consistent. Important points receive emphasis. 
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Supplementary sections 

Appendices 
Additional information appears in appendices. 

Various topics receive detailed coverage. Reference 
materials provide support. Location follows the main 
code sections. 
Drug Tables 

Medication-related information appears separately. 
Organization facilitates quick reference. Cross-references 
guide appropriate usage. Updates reflect current 
standards. 

Table. Navigation Tools and Their Functions 

Navigation 
Tool 

Location Purpose Usage Tips 

Color 
Coding 

Throughout 
manual 

Section 
identification 

Match colors for 
related sections 

Page 
Headers 

Top of each 
page 

Location 
orientation 

Shows current 
chapter/section 

Section 
Dividers 

Between 
major 
sections 

Quick access Use tabs for 
frequent sections 

Margin 
Notes 

Side of pages Additional 
information 

Check for special 
instructions 

Running 
Headers 

Throughout 
manual 

Current 
content 
reference 

Use for rapid 
navigation 

Cross-
References 

Within 
content 

Alternative 
term location 

Follow "see" and 
"see also" notes 

Coding tools 

Section Dividers 
Physical dividers separate major sections. Quick 

access enables efficient navigation. Labeled tabs identify 
contents. Organization reflects frequent usage patterns. 
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Highlighting Systems 
Color coding identifies important information. 

Consistent systems enhance efficiency. Personal notation 
adds value. Organization remains individually relevant. 

Manual updates 

Annual Revisions 
Updates reflect current medical knowledge. Changes 

appear in various sections. Documentation explains 
modifications. Implementation follows specific schedules. 
Quarterly Updates 

Electronic versions receive frequent updates. Changes 
reflect current requirements. Documentation explains 
modifications. Implementation follows specific schedules. 
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